
 
 

Unit Overview 

Content Area: Social Studies 

Unit Title:  Concept of Time, Holidays, and Our Country                               

Target Course/Grade Level:  Kindergarten                                                   Timeline:  Ongoing 

Unit Summary:  In this unit the students will gain an understanding of relative time concepts.  The 

students will learn about various holidays and cultural traditions that people celebrate in our country and 

learn to accept and respect diversity. 

Primary interdisciplinary connections:  Character Education, Language Arts, Math 

21
st
 century themes and skills:  Critical Thinking and Problem Solving; Life and Career Skills; 

Collaboration, Teamwork, and Leadership 

Unit Rationale:  This unit seeks to provide an understanding and appreciation for customs celebrated in 

America and gain respect for our heritage. 

 

Learning Targets 

Standards 

6.1 U.S. History: America in the World All students will acquire the knowledge and skills to think analytically 
about how past and present interactions of people, cultures, and the environment shape the American heritage. 
Such knowledge and skills enable students to make informed decisions that reflect fundamental rights and core 
democratic values as productive citizens in local, national, and global communities. 

9.1 21st-Century Life & Career Skills All students will demonstrate the creative, critical thinking, collaboration, 
and problem-solving skills needed to function successfully as both global citizens and workers in diverse ethnic and 
organizational cultures. 

 

Content Statements 

 The examination of individual experiences, historical narratives, and events promotes an understanding of 

individual and community responses to the violation of fundamental rights. 

 Immigrants come to New Jersey and the United States for various reasons and have a major impact on the 

state and the nation. 

 Key historical events, documents, and individuals led to the development of our nation. 

 Cultures include traditions, popular beliefs, and commonly held values, ideas, and assumptions that are 

generally accepted by a particular group of people. 

 American culture, based on specific traditions and values, has been influenced by the behaviors of different 
cultural groups living in the United States. 

 The cultures with which an individual or group identifies change and evolve in response to interactions with 

other groups and/or in response to needs or concerns. 

 People view and interpret events differently because of the times in which they live, the experiences they 

have had, the perspectives held by their cultures, and their individual points of view. 

 Brainstorming activities enhance creative and innovative thinking in individual and group goal setting and 

problem solving. 

 The nature of the 21st-century workplace has shifted, demanding greater individual accountability, 
productivity, and collaboration. 

CPI #  Cumulative Progress Indicator (CPI) 
6.1.4.A.10  Describe how the actions of Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr., and other civil rights leaders served as 

catalysts for social change and inspired social activism in subsequent generations. 

6.1.4.D.2  Summarize reasons why various groups, voluntarily and involuntarily, immigrated to New Jersey 
and America, and describe the challenges they encountered.  

6.1.4.D.4  Explain how key events led to the creation of the United States and the state of New Jersey.      

6.1.4.D.6  Describe the civic leadership qualities and historical contributions of George Washington, Thomas 
Jefferson, and Benjamin Franklin toward the development of the United States government.    



6.1.4.D.11  Determine how local and state communities have changed over time, and explain the reasons for 
changes. 

6.1.4.D.13  Describe how culture is expressed through and influenced by the behavior of people.     

6.1.4.D.14  Trace how the American identity evolved over time.  

6.1.4.D.18  Explain how an individual’s beliefs, values, and traditions may reflect more than one culture. 

6.1.4.D.20  Describe why it is important to understand the perspectives of other cultures in an interconnected 
world. 

9.1.4.B.1  Participate in brainstorming sessions to seek information, ideas, and strategies that foster 
creative thinking. 

9.1.4.F.2  Establish and follow performance goals to guide progress in assigned areas of responsibility and 
accountability during classroom projects and extra-curricular activities.  

 

Unit Essential Questions 

 What does it mean to be thankful? 

 Why celebrate Thanksgiving, Columbus Day? 

 How did Martin Luther King contribute to our country? 

 What are symbols of America? 

 

 

Unit Enduring Understandings 

 Holidays help us remember the past. 

 Life in America has changed over time. 

 The concept of “long ago.” 

 The purpose of the first Thanksgiving and why it 
is still celebrated today. 

 The people who were involved in the first 
Thanksgiving. 

 The similarities and differences between a 
Pilgrim and Native American community. 

 

Unit Learning Targets 

Students will ... 

 Recognize symbols of America: Statue of Liberty, American Flag, Pledge of Allegiance.  

 Discuss why important national buildings, statues, and monuments are associated with history. 

 Recite the Pledge of Allegiance. 

 Identify the current President of the US. 

 Identify the first Americans and the events leading up to the first Thanksgiving. 

 Describe the life of a Pilgrim and a Native American during the1600’s. 

 Compare and contrast life in a Pilgrim community and a Native American community. 

 Identify and recognize important presidents and their role in American history. 

 Recognize the importance of President’s Day. 

 Apply terms related to time including past, present, and future. 

 Students will share special cultural holiday traditions as a class. 

 Develop a simple timeline of events. 

 Distinguish fact from fiction. 

 Use evidence to support an idea in a written and/or oral format. 

Evidence of Learning 

Summative Assessment  

Writing/ Illustration:  “I am thankful for______.” 

Writing / Illustration:  “If I sailed on the Mayflower I would take_______.” 

 

Equipment needed: 

Teacher Instructional Resources: 

Books: 

The Pilgrims – Will McGovern 

The Pilgrims’ First Thanksgiving – Ann McGovern 



On The Mayflower -  Waters 

The Pilgrim Children had Many Chores – Gina Lems Tardiff 

Pilgrim and Native American art projects 

Reenactment of feast 

MLK – TLC  art project 

 

Formative Assessments 

 K L Charts 

  Writing / illustration responses 

 Student responses to discussions and questions 

 Role play 

  

  

 

Integration of Technology:  Smartboard / United  Streaming  / ELMO 

 

Technology Resources: 

Click the links below to access additional resources used to design this unit: 

 

 

Opportunities for Differentiation:  

Draw / Write / Dictate 

 

Teacher Notes: 

 


